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Remarks on the Address to the Orangemen of Ireland. 



1813-] 

7J tht Proprietors of tfo Belfast Magaxht. 

AS your Magazine should be the 
focus of public sentiment, I re- 
aues tyou will admit into your columns 
a few animadversions upon an instru- 
men i which lately appeared in the 
public prints, entitled, '* The Grand 
Lodge : To the Orangemen of Ire- 
land." I' * s rea "y lamentable to 
witness the flagitious attempts of 
this grand depot of Orangism, to 
foment and continue the heart-burn- 
ings of party among the members 
of the community. When the deli- 
cious fruits of kindness, conciliation, 
and good-will were just " whitening 
unto harvest," thjs unconstitutional 
assemblage blowsitsdesolating breath, 
and, like the fatal Sirocco, blasts all 
the promising fields of Hope. 

And now observe the attitude this 
domineering club takes to sow sedi- 
tion among his Majesty's subjects. 
It assumes the guise and tones of a 
preacher : ascends the pulpit of 
bigotry; throws a pious horror into 
its countenance, and, with insidious 
declamation, labours to infuse the 
gall of hatred into the hearts of its 
adherents. " To our members in 
the more humble ranks of life, we 
desire, with all the affection of bro- 
thers, and all the sincerity of friends, 
to address a short and serious admo- 
nition. Loyal, as you are, be sober, 
be temperate, be vigilant; for your 
adversaries, like Satan, go about 
seeking whom they may destroy " 

Hear how Antichrist preaches 
against " good will among men !" 
Reason suggests, harbour malice to 
none ; Antichrist whi^iers, nourish 
discord, variance. Omnipotence com- 
mands, " follow peace with all-men ;" 
Antichrist insinuates, view your Icl- 
l«w men as Satanites, detest them. 
In the first place, the loyalty of 
every one who is not of their frater- 
nity is plainly impeached ; and next, 
«s if loyalty were embodied in them, 
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and in them only, their adversaries 
are represented as having the infer- 
nal view of annihilating them and 
loyalty together. " Loyal, as YOU 
are I" Thus this Etna of Loyalty 
vomits from its bowels the burning 
stones of party spirit, with which 
their privileged order is called upon 
to pelt and scorch their neighbours. 
" How few of you have ever asso- 
ciated with them on convivial terms, 
who have not had your reward — in- 
juries and insults. Avoid such occa- 
sions." 

The tiger, at parting with her 
cubs, never gave them such a charge. 
Beware, my sons, of breathing out 
of the hemisphere of your own fac- 
tion. Walk not in the way, mingle 
not in society with your Catholic 
brethren : it is contagious, it is pes- 
tilential. Some feelings of kindness 
might thus steal to your heart; *' a- 
void then such occasions." If you 
cherish not rancour, our cause is un- 
done. For these reasons, live far 
from them ; wear the badges of par- 
ty; keep up annual processions; 
drink confusion to opposition. Thus 
you will be able to continue the po- 
litical distractions of the country; 
to irritate the spirits of others, and 
to keep alive animosity ini your own 
breasts. 

But then comes the most genuine- 
ly diabolical part of the whole. " Be 
at all times ready to do towards them 
acts of kindness, benevolence and 
mercy." Just as consistent as the 
minister who on Sunday harranguei 
his people on peace and love, and 
on Monday parades at the head of a 
blood-stirring procession, ('' vvilU 
ribbons in knots at his tail and hi* 
ears,") lo kindle resentment in the 
bosoms of those over whom lie tri- 
umphs. Just as consistent as to say, 
' drink from our biadder of bigotry* 
until intoxication prepares you for 
every tumultuary scene; but, be so- 
ber and peaceable. Draw a line of 
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demarcation, and have no dealings 
with these Samaritans ; but, treat 
them kindly and benevolently. A- 
void them as you would a pestilence; 
but load them with acts of friend- 
ship Preserve malice iir your heart, 
but show mercy in your life.' " Ye 
generation of vipers!" And when 
did the seeds of hatred rise in fruits 
of love ? And when did the plant- 
ed thorn spring up a vine or fig- 
tree? And when did admonitions 
to variance produce brotherly-kind- 
ness? 

I would not, my countrymen, have 
spoken in this acute language, had 
I supposed those whom 1 address *.o 
be men merely in error: men with 

fenuine motives and sincerity. But 
conceive them to be a band of de- 
signing, interested men, leagued to- 
gether to accomplish a selfish pur- 
pose. I wish then to unmask them, 
that you may not continue their 
dupes. For there can be no ques- 
tion, that they are using you only as 
tools to effect their own ends. 

The matter stands plainly thus. 
They are a small party, who, at 
present, engross ail the offices and 
emoluments of the state. 1 hey see 
that, should emancipation take 
place, many of the Catholics might 
rise to share with them those situa- 
tions which they now have exclu- 
sively to themselves. They there- 
fore dread and deprecate most cor- 
dially the day, that would cut off 
the entail of those offices and emolu- 
ments from their children. For this 
reason, they make the efforts of a 
crocodile about to be deprived of 
its prey. They leave iso means 
untried to impose upon you, and to 
make you partisans in their cause. 
Mark an incontrovertible proof of 
it in this their address to you. 
" The British Orangemen have 
saved their country, by suppressing 
the treasonable bands calling them- 
selves Luddites." The poor delud- 



ed Luddites, a parcel of misguided 
mechanics, &c~. who, when depriv- 
ed of work, erroneously went about 
to destroy the machinery, which 
they beiieved would allow them 
more employment, are here desig- 
nated " treasonable bands," as if the 
Luddites had been in arms against 
the government ; as if the English 
Orangemen had suppressed the in- 
surrection. Unworthy ends call 
for unworthy means. 

I dispatch them with one other 
quotation. " Our institution forms 
a firm and inmoveabie pillar of the 
state, on which i he prince may rest 
in security." Yes, " so long as he 
supports the Protestam ascendancy," 
that is, so long as he secures to us 
all sinecures and offices of lucre or 
dignity; that is, so long as Hie red 
sea of intolerance is foamed with 
the people's prejudices, and these 
Helotes kept from setting a foot up. 
on our promised land. B"t if ever 
the Prince should dare to give this 
people, whom we hate, a taste of 
our tree of knowledge, our allegi- 
ance-bursting fury shall become the 
flaming sword, and drive him, like 
Adam, from the garden of Eden. 

Abandon then the ranks of these 
selfish men. Their combination is 
unchristian, infernal. It is, how- 
ever, a very gratifying considera- 
tion, that all the enlightened part, of 
the community of every rank are 
advocates for equal extension of 
privilege. It is only this Grand 
Lodge of ignorance, with its dark- 
headed abettors, who exult to hear 
the chains of intolerance clank on a 
part of the people. We rejoice to 
think that tbete are daily desertions 
from their camp. The ascending 
sun of information is gradually rati- 
fying the intellectual atmosphere, 
and tiie mercury of public opinion 
presses higher and higher in favour 
of liberty. 

2d August. & 



